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The State Board of Education/State Board for Vocational Education held its regular 

meeting on Thursday, April 19, 2012 in the Cabinet Room of the John G. Townsend 

Building, Dover, Delaware.   

 Present were:  Dr. Teri Quinn Gray, President; Jorge L. Melendez, Vice President; 

G. Patrick Heffernan, Barbara B. Rutt, Dr. Terry M. Whittaker, Dr. James L. Wilson and 

Dr. Lillian M. Lowery, Executive Secretary and Secretary of Education.  Donna R. 

Johnson, who serves as the State Board’s Executive Director, was also present. 

Also in attendance were Catherine Hickey, Deputy Attorney General and legal 

counsel for the State Board of Education; Daniel E. Cruce, Deputy Secretary of 

Education/Chief of Staff; Karen Field Rogers, Associate Secretary for Financial Reform 

and Resource Management and Dr. Amelia Hodges, Associate Secretary for College and 

Workforce Readiness.   

Attending portions of the meeting in conjunction with agenda items:  Susan 

Bunting, Indian River School District; Mary Bixler, Indian River School District; Sandy 

Smith, Indian River School District; Dr. Sylvia Henderson, Milford School District; Jim 

Comegys, Appoquinimink School District; Dr. Michael Stetter, Mary Ann Mieczkowski; 

Dr. Sarah Celestin; Diane Donohue, Alison Kepner, and John Carwell.  

Also attending: John Hindman, Deputy Attorney General; Scott Reihm, Delaware 

Association of School Administrators (DASA); Patrick McKeon , Office of Management 

and Budget; Charles Michels, Professional Standards Board (PSB); Melissa Hopkins, 

Rodel Foundation; Matthew Korobkin, Rodel Foundation;  Kathy Cherry, Governor’s 

Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens (GACEC); Deb Stevens, Delaware State 

Education Association (DSEA); Kendall Massett, Delaware Charter School Network; 

Nicole Harris, Newark Charter; Kathi Hamelin, Newark Charter; Stacey Clark, Campus 

Community School District; Trish Hermance, Campus Community School, Lisa 

McMasters, Campus Community School; Valerie Harwood, Campus Community School, 

Patti Sandy, Campus Community School; Cardin Holland Lyon, Campus Community 

School; Marc Cote, Campus Community School; Patricia Oliphant, Sussex Academy of 

Arts and Sciences; Allen Stafford, Sussex Academy of Arts and Sciences; Melissa Steele 

and Jamie Bissett. 
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Call to Order 

President Gray presided over the monthly meeting and called the April 19, 2012 

meeting of the State Board of Education/State Board for Vocational Education to order at 

1:03 p.m.  She welcomed all guests to the State Board’s public meeting.   

Approval of the Agenda 

 Dr. Gray stated that the first item on the agenda was the approval of the agenda.  

She indicated that there would be a change in the order of the Board’s consideration of 

the items under Section V and the board would consider the Charter School items first at 

that time.  Dr. Gray also explained that prior to the Department of Education 

presentations and the Secretary’s presentation of Charter School items, the Board will 

address the matter of Campus Community School’s application for the modification. 

A motion was made by Mrs. Rutt to approve the agenda as amended.  The motion 

was seconded by Dr. Wilson and carried with the following vote recorded: 

Ayes:    Nays:   

Dr. Gray   None.   

Mr. Melendez 

Mr. Heffernan      

Mrs. Rutt 

Dr. Whittaker 

Dr. Wilson 

 

Approval of Minutes 

It was announced that the Board members received the minutes from the work 

session and regular meeting of March 15, 2012 electronically.  Dr. Gray asked if there 

were any additions or revisions to the meeting minutes.   

A motion was made by Dr. Whittaker to approve the minutes of the work session 

of March 15, 2012 as distributed.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Melendez and 

carried with the following vote recorded: 

Ayes:    Nays:   

Dr. Gray   None.    

Mr. Melendez     

Mr. Heffernan 

Mrs. Rutt 

Dr. Whittaker 
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Dr. Wilson 

 

A motion was made by Dr. Wilson to approve the minutes of the regular meeting 

of March 15, 2012 as distributed.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Melendez and 

carried with the following vote recorded: 

Ayes:    Nays:   

Dr. Gray   None.   

Mr. Melendez 

Mr. Heffernan 

Mrs. Rutt 

Dr. Whittaker 

Dr. Wilson 

 

Formal Public Comment 

It was indicated that this was the time the Board set aside for formal public 

comment.  Dr. Gray announced that no individuals had signed up to address the Board. 

Committee Reports 

Dr. Wilson attended the Sussex County League of Women Voters Seminar on 

education and complimented Ms. Johnson who was a panel presenter.  He also 

participated in a webinar on talent attraction and retention and represented the State 

Board at the Delaware School Boards Association’s Board of Directors meeting.  

Mr. Heffernan attended the National Association of State Boards of Education 

(NASBE) Legislative Conference with Ms. Johnson.  He also participated in a dyslexia 

simulation presentation which offers the opportunity to view life as someone with 

dyslexia.  He found it very eye opening.   

Mr. Heffernan then read the following statement: 

The last month or two, charter schools have gotten a lot of attention and I 

wanted to make a couple of comments on that. If the volume of letters, 

emails and grocery store conversations we have received on Charter 

schools an indication of the public interest in the topic, this is THE most 

watched issue that has come before the State Board of Education in the 

time I have been serving. 

 

What struck me is that virtually all the comments we received, even the 

diametrically opposed ones, made very valid points. I want to say that we 

hear you and that we "get it". We know how parents feel about getting 

their child into the right school. I have three kids in school as we speak 
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and have waited in Choice lines, know how important it is to fight to get 

the right math teacher, etc. 

 

In fact, any one of you could be on this board, faced with these same 

decisions. As you observe in person, or listen to the recording think about 

how you might handle these issues if you were in our chairs. 

 

From reading the letters, I get a sense that some people believe, or maybe 

hope, that the State Board of Education can dole out some sort of King 

Solomon style justice based on absolute values of Right and Wrong. 

 

The truth is, as part of your government, we are constrained, rightly so, by 

the rule of law. What information we can consider and how we use it is 

spelled out fairly specifically. Substantial changes to many of these the 

rules we use for these decisions are going to need to start over in leg hall. 

 

I encourage everyone who has become engaged in this conversation to 

continue to stay involved whichever side of the issues you are on. Only 

through your persistence will your voice be heard and make a difference. 

But making a difference is going to take much more than writing a letter 

and attending one meeting. 

 

In particular, for those of you who expressed a desire to fix the racial 

injustices you've brought up, I ask you to consider also directing effort to 

the much greater injustices of low performance and low expectations 

happening in the predominately low income, minority public schools - 

both Charter and traditional. 

 

Regardless of why you are here today, I think everyone in this room shares 

a single, common belief: 

 

All students in Delaware deserve access to a great public school, be it 

traditional or charter. Let's start with that common ground and work 

together from there. 

 

Mrs. Rutt thanked Mr. Heffernan for his comments. 

Dr. Whittaker represented the State Board and participated in the Race to the Top 

Roundtable discussion along with the Governor, Secretary Duncan and Secretary 

Lowery.  Secretary Duncan commented that the driving force behind Race to the Top is 

to make every student college and career ready.  Delaware was complimented for making 

the critical decisions and Secretary Duncan cautioned to not let perfect get in the way that 
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mistakes will be made along the way.  Dr. Whittaker also represented the State Board at 

the meeting for education leaders on the progress of Race to the Top.   

Dr. Whittaker joined Dr. Gray at the News Journal Open Forum which discussed 

RTTT progress, the role of charter schools and school discipline.  Senator Carper 

commented that “we must do less of what doesn’t work and more of what works.”   

Dr. Whittaker also attended meetings of the Charter School Accountability 

Committee.   

Mr. Melendez echoed the comments by Mr. Heffernan.  He highlighted his tour of 

Sussex Technical High School and some of the programs he and Ms. Johnson viewed 

including an interview by the media students that would be aired the following day.  Mr. 

Melendez also visited the Seaford School District and commented on the New Tech high 

school.  He encouraged all to visit some of their local schools to see firsthand the 

programs offered.   

Ms. Johnson stated she enjoyed accompanying Mr. Melendez at Sussex Tech.  

She informed the Board members that a summary of legislative issues and her activities 

were in their addendum folders.  Ms. Johnson highlighted her comments at the seminar 

sponsored by the Sussex County League of Women Voters.  She attended the release of 

the STEM Council report and also attended the NASBE Legislative Conference where 

she and Mr. Heffernan visited with our State delegates.  Ms. Johnson attended the 

NASBE Study Group meeting on digital citizenship, the P-20 Council meeting and was 

asked to be judge for the Technology Students’ Association conference.   

Dr. Gray will participate on a panel for the Delaware State Parent Advisory 

Council Statewide Title I Conference this weekend where State Attorney General Beau 

Biden will be the keynote speaker focusing on bully prevention.  The conference title is 

“Teach Them Well and They Will Lead the Way.” 

President Gray is also working with the Revive the Village Initiative, United Way 

of Delaware African American Initiative next Wednesday.  It is entitled “Lend Your 

Voice to Education” and its mission is to encourage parent engagement for parents of 

school age children.  
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Recognition of Delaware’s Administrators of the Year 

 

The State Board of Education and Secretary Lowery recognized Delaware’s 

Administrators of the Year.  Dr. Gray presented the State Board Order of Excellence and 

Dr. Lowery presented the Secretary’s Merit Award.  The Administrators of the Year 

awards are co-sponsored by the Delaware Association of School Administrators in 

conjunction with the American Association of School Administrators, National 

Association of Secondary School Principals and the National Association of Elementary 

School Principals.  Scott Reihm, Executive Director of the Delaware Association of 

School Administrators was present for the recognition. 

2012 Superintendent of the Year: 

 

Dr. Susan Bunting, Superintendent of the Indian River School District.  Dr. 

Bunting has completing her fifth year as Indian River School District 

superintendent.  She came to the Indian River School District in 1977 after six 

years as a teacher and curriculum writer at several Maryland schools.  Dr. Bunting 

was one of four finalists for the 2012 National Superintendent of the Year Award. 

 

This award honors the contributions and leadership of public school 

superintendents from across the country.  Dr. Bunting was named Delaware’s 

Chief School Officer of the Year in June.   

 

2011 Elementary Principal of the Year: 

Dr. Sylvia Henderson, Principal at Lulu M. Ross Elementary School in the 

Milford School District.  Dr. Sylvia Henderson has been chosen as Delaware’s 

2011 National Distinguished Principal of the Year.  The National Distinguished 

Principal of the Year Program is sponsored by the National Association of 

Elementary School Principals in corporate sponsorship with VALIC.  This 

Program recognizes elementary principals who set high standards for instruction, 

student achievement, character and climate for the students, families, and staffs in 

heir learning communities.  Dr. Henderson now serves as Director of Student 

Support and Services in the Milford School District and was the principal at Ross 

from July 1, 2004 to June 30, 2011. 

2011 Secondary School Principal of the Year: 

 

Mr. Jim Comegys, Principal at Middletown High School in the Appoquinimink 

School District.  Each year, the National Association of Secondary School 

Principals recognizes one principal from each of the 50 states (as well as the 
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District of Columbia and the Department of Defense Education) for the positive 

impact he/she is making in their school and community.  

 

Mr. Jim Comegys, principal of Middletown High School, was selected as 

Delaware’s Principal of the Year for 2011.  He has been Middletown’s principal 

since 2009. 

 

2012 Assistant Principal of the Year: 

 

Mr. Richard Evans, Assistant Principal at Sussex Central High School in the 

Indian River School District.  Richard Evans of Sussex Central High School was 

named Delaware’s 2012 Assistant Principal of the Year by the Delaware 

Association of School Administrators. 

 

Mr. Evans gives credit for the award to Sussex Central’s students and staff, whose 

hard work and dedication resulted in the school earning its first-ever “Superior” 

rating from the State of Delaware in 2011.  To be named a Superior school is an 

incredible honor for us,” Evans said. 

 

Mr. Evans is in his third year as an assistant principal at Sussex Central.  He was 

unable to attend today as he in Washington, D.C. for the Assistant Principal of the 

Year celebration and awards gala.  Dr. Bunting accepted the award on his behalf.  

 

IDEA Annual Performance Report – 20 Minutes 

 

Mary Ann Mieczkowski, Director of Exceptional Children and Dr. Sarah Celestin 

presented an update on the Annual Performance Report submitted to the Federal Office 

of Special Education Programs on the progress of the state toward required indicators in 

special education.  The report is required annually by the Office of Special Education 

Programs and is based on indicators that may trigger action by the Department.   

The Board was informed that the three monitoring priorities within the Annual 

Performance Report are a free and appropriate public education in the Least Restrictive 

Environment (LRE), Disproportionality and General Supervisor which reviews 

compliance monitoring, complaints, due process, hearings and evaluations.  The data is 

very comprehensive and shows where the State is now and is used for future planning.  

Dr. Celestin provided an overview of the targets for each indicator and if the target was 

met.  It was noted that based on the data, increased focus is needed to improve results 

especially in the areas of academic performance, LRE and transition outcomes.  Districts 
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also need to strengthen their capacity to identify and correct noncompliance in a timely 

manner.   

Governor’s Education Agenda  

 

Dr. Susan Bunting, Superintendent of the Indian River School District and 

members of her staff presented several district Race to the Top (RTTT) initiatives, 

including the district’s Parent Outreach Center and STEM initiatives.  The Indian River 

School District is very large and includes 14 buildings and 365 squares miles in Sussex 

County with 60% of its students qualifying for free and reduced lunch.  The district 

schools also have some of the best scores on the DCAS throughout the entire state.  The 

Indian River District’s RTTT plan focuses on boosting student learning, narrowing 

achievement gaps and increasing college and career readiness with “rigor, relevance and 

relationships.”  The District outlined their key strategies for rigorous standards, 

curriculum and assessments; using data to drive instruction, effective teachers and 

leaders, turning around lower achieving schools.  The AVID Program, Advancement Via 

Individual Determination, was also highlighted and the District’s Parent Center.  The 

Parent Center provides resources and classes for families, supports families in need and 

gives parents tools to be successful parents.  Through an additional grant provided 

through RTTT funds, the District Parent Center is building a community with STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics).  Innovative programs like 

Aerospace Action and Adventure is a family event the Center provides.   

Mr. Melendez commented how much businesses and communities can support 

schools and asked schools to reach out to those in their district.  Dr. Gray stated the 

Parent Center programs are  great examples for activating parent engagement.   

The Board recessed at 3:02 p.m. for a short break.  The Board reconvened at 3:14 

p.m.   

Dan Cruce, Deputy Secretary of Education and Chief of Staff, provided an update 

on the Performance Evaluations for Race to the Top.  The purpose of the performance 

evaluations is to assess the impact of district plans and district performance overall and to 

identify opportunities to improve performance before final funding decisions are made in 

June.  Secretary Lowery has conducted meetings with each district and feedback has been 
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provided.  Districts have reviewed their data at the school and grade level to identify 

strengths and challenges and will replicate strengths and address challenges.  PLCs, 

RTTT funded specialists, and extended learning time programs were cited by the districts 

but districts felt they would need further analysis to understand the root causes for some 

of their challenges.  Mr. Cruce highlighted the performance dashboard which is an excel 

spreadsheet designed by the Delivery Unit and provides districts with a measure of 

meeting their RTTT goals.  Communications have begun with stakeholders and the 

public on the dashboard and the performance evaluation process and findings.   

Secretary Lowery commented that students now own their data and that it was a 

powerful tool.  They can see where there are, how far they need to go to reach their 

targets and know they have to show growth.   

Charter Schools  

 

 Mr. Dan Cruce, Deputy Secretary of Education/Chief of Staff, and John Carwell, 

Education Associate for Charter Schools, presented the Charter School items. 

Application to Modify an Existing Charter:  Campus Community School 

(For Action) 
 

President Gray made the following comment: 

The State Board of Education committed considerable thought around the 

Campus Community School (CCS) modification request to phase out the high 

school and add a kindergarten.  The State Board decision in March to not approve 

the Secretary’s recommendation on the CCS modification clearly reflects our  

priority on academic achievement and growth, and our hesitation to expand a 

school in the absence of a strong track record of successful academic 

performance.   

 

After further review, the official records for CCS does not contain actual 

academic performance data and the Department did not consider academic 

performance data in its review of and recommendation to approve the CCS 

modification.  That being the case, I am compelled to request that the State Board 

reconsider the Campus Community School modification on the principle that we 

are obliged to comply with existing Delaware law and base our decision solely on 

the official record. This by no way indicates a change or shift in the State Board 

position on academic performance as a priority measure for all schools. 

 

Dr. Gray asked if there was a motion for reconsideration.  A motion was made by Mrs. 

Rutt that based on further review of the record and consideration of the regulatory and 
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statutory requirements that the State Board reconsider the Secretary’s motion to approve 

the modification application from Campus Community School.  The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Melendez.  Dr. Wilson stated on his concern on using the word 

“compelled” as it sets a precedent and the motion should indicate the Board may wish to 

“bring it up again”.  The motion carried with the following voice vote: 

Ayes:    Nays:   Abstention: 

Dr. Gray   Dr. Whittaker  Dr. Wilson 

Mr. Melendez 

Mr. Heffernan 

Mrs. Rutt 

 

Dr. Gray then asked for a motion on the Secretary’s recommendation to approve the 

modification request of Campus Community School.  A motion was made by Mr. 

Melendez that based on the review of the record and consideration of the Secretary’s 

approval, the Board assents to approve Campus Community School’s application to 

modify its charter to add kindergarten and phase out high school.  The motion was 

seconded by Mrs. Rutt. 

There was discussion on what it means for a school to be on academic watch as 

well as the line between what is in the Committee’s report and achievement data.  Mr. 

Heffernan noted that the school recently went through the renewal process and to bring 

up Dr. Wilson’s point the same regulation indicates that schools must meet or exceed the 

state’s average performance and that seems to be overlooked.  Mr. Heffernan requested 

that wording be reviewed that does not allow reviewing performance data before granting 

a charter school a modification to expand the school and increase its enrollment.   

The motion carried with the following voice vote: 

Ayes:    Nays:    

Dr. Gray   Dr. Whittaker   

Mr. Melendez   Dr. Wilson 

Mr. Heffernan 

Mrs. Rutt 

 

Dr. Gray noted that the comments by the Board members were well taken and the 

challenge was to look at what consists of the actual record and in the law in its current 
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form.  The review for the modification did not include academic performance data and 

the Board will advocate for such a change.  Dr. Gray stated that she would have preferred 

that the Board’s decision was based on academic performance and it is hoped that the 

charter performance framework currently being developed will address these concerns. 

Secretary Lowery explained the process that transpired for Campus Community 

School with the Charter School Accountability Committee and what was brought to her 

for consideration.  She indicated that she hoped the school was listening to the comments 

and she wanted it on the record that the Department agrees with the Board’s expectations 

for all schools.  Dr. Lowery also noted the collaborative work that is taking place on the 

development of the performance framework by the Board, the Department, the 

Governor’s office and charter school stakeholders. 

Dr. Gray invited Campus Community School to come before the State Board at 

the August meeting to highlight their progress on their performance goals and the 

conditions that were placed on the school upon its renewal last year.   

Application to Modify an Existing Charter:  Newark Charter School  

(For Action) 
  

The Board of Directors of this school submitted an Application to modify the 

school’s charter to add high school.  The Charter School Accountability Committee 

issued its reports on the application.  A public hearing on the application was conducted 

on March 7, 2012. 

At the March 15, 2012 State Board meeting, the Secretary recommended and the 

State Board affirmatively voted, to table the agenda item.  Dr. Lowery stated that she 

distributed her recommendation to approve Newark Charter School’s modification earlier 

in the week with two conditions.  The first condition called for the development, approval 

and implementation of an outreach plan to significantly increase, consistent with the 

public school population it serves, the diversity of Newark Charter School going forward 

and that the school provides a free and reduced lunch program for all grades starting in 

the fall of 2012.   

The Secretary recommended that after reviewing the record in this matter as 

required, including the transcript of the public hearing, to accept the recommendation of 
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the Charter School Accountability Committee and approve the modification request of 

Newark Charter School with the conditions indicated.   

A motion was made by Dr. Wilson that based on the record and consideration of 

the Secretary’s approval, the Board assents to the approval of Newark Charter School’s 

application to modify its charter to add a high school subject to the conditions presented 

and recommended by the Secretary.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Rutt.  There was 

discussion on the lottery process as well as increasing the diversity of Newark Charter 

School.  The motion carried unanimously with the following vote recorded: 

Ayes:    Nays:   

Dr. Gray   None.   

Mr. Melendez 

Mr. Heffernan 

Mrs. Rutt 

Dr. Whittaker 

Dr. Wilson 

 

 Dr. Wilson expressed his concerns and commented on schools restricting 

enrollment.  He noted a letter was sent from the local school boards in Kent and Sussex 

County about their concerns on the admission of students to the vocational schools in 

those districts and a screening process.  Mr. Cruce explained that the charter schools did 

not use such a process and Mr. Carwell noted that any lottery violations would be 

reported. 

Application to Modify an Existing Charter:  

Sussex Academy of Arts & Sciences Charter School   

(For Action)  

The Board of Directors of this school submitted a Modification Application 

before the deadline of December 31, 2011 seeking approval to add a high school.  The 

Charter School Accountability Committee issued its reports on the application. A public 

hearing on the application was conducted on March 12, 2012. 

The Secretary recommended that after reviewing the record in this matter as 

required, including the transcript of the public hearing, to accept the recommendation of 

the Charter School Accountability Committee and approve the modification request of 
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Sussex Academy of Arts and Sciences to add a high school with the conditions noted in 

the final report.   

A motion was made by Mrs. Rutt that based on the record and consideration of 

the Secretary’s approval, the Board assents to the approval of Sussex Academy of Arts 

and Sciences Charter School’s application to modify its charter to add a high school 

subject to the conditions presented and recommended by the Secretary.  The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Melendez carried unanimously with the following vote recorded: 

Ayes:    Nays:   

Dr. Gray   None.   

Mr. Melendez 

Mr. Heffernan 

Mrs. Rutt 

Dr. Whittaker 

Dr. Wilson 

 

Charter Schools Update  

The monthly update on charter schools was provided.  Mr. Carwell also updated 

the State Board on the three applications for new charter schools.  The Secretary will be 

making a recommendation to the State Board at its May meeting on these applications.     

Charter Performance Framework – Progress (Update) 

 Mr. Carwell stated that the charter performance framework is being reviewed and 

feedback provided.  It focuses on three areas:  finance, organization and academic 

performance.  Ms. Johnson informed the State Board that a more in depth look at the 

measures for academic performance would be reviewed at the Board’s retreat.  Mr. Cruce 

commented that the performance framework would drive the charter performance 

agreements. 

Department of Education Regulations 

 Diane Donohue, Special Assistant for Educator Effectiveness, presented the 

Department regulations. 
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 The meeting was recessed at 4:35 p.m. so copies could be made for the Board of 

an updated version of 106A.  The meeting reconvened at 4:42 p.m. 

106A Teacher Appraisal Process Delaware Performance Appraisal System (DPAS 

II) Revised  

(For Action) 

The Secretary of Education is seeking the consent of the State Board of Education 

to amend 14 DE Admin. Code 106A Teacher Appraisal Process Delaware Performance 

Appraisal System (DPAS II) Revised.  The amendments include adding definitions for a 

“DCAS Teacher” and “Non-DCAS Teacher”.  The amendments are addressing policy 

changes for the 2011-2012 school year, including provisions related to the summative 

rating determination, pattern of ineffective teaching, and improvement plans.  

107A Specialist Appraisal Process Delaware Performance Appraisal System (DPAS 

II) Revised  

(For Action) 

The Secretary of Education is seeking the consent of the State Board of Education 

to amend 14 DE Admin. Code 107A Specialist Appraisal Process Delaware Performance 

Appraisal System (DPAS II) Revised.  The amendments are addressing policy changes 

for the 2011-2012 school year, including provisions related to the summative rating 

determination, pattern of ineffective teaching, and improvement plans. 

108A Administrator Appraisal Process Delaware Performance Appraisal System 

(DPAS II) Revised  

(For Action) 

The Secretary of Education is seeking the consent of the State Board of Education 

to amend 14 DE Admin. Code 108A Administrator Appraisal Process Delaware 

Performance Appraisal System (DPAS II) Revised.  The amendments are related to 

improvement plans and “Pattern of Ineffective Administrative Performance.”  There is 

also a clarification in section 6.2.1. 
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Ms. Donohue noted that comments were received from the Governor’s Advisory 

Council for Exceptional Citizens and the State Disabilities Council.  A motion was made 

by Mr. Heffernan to consent and amend the three regulations relating to the Teacher, 

Specialist and Administrator Appraisal Process, DPAS II Revised  The motion was 

seconded by Dr. Wilson and carried unanimously with the following vote recorded: 

Ayes:    Nays:   

Dr. Gray   None.   

Mr. Melendez 

Mr. Heffernan 

Mrs. Rutt 

Dr. Whittaker 

Dr. Wilson 

The Board signed the appropriate Orders. 

Professional Standards Board  

 

 Charles Michels, Executive Director of the Professional Standards Board, 

presented their items. 

 

1597 Delaware Professional Teaching Standards 

(For Publication) 

 

 The Professional Standards Board, acting in cooperation and collaboration with 

the Department of Education, is seeking the consent of the State Board of Education to 

amend regulation DE Admin. Code 1597 Delaware Professional Teaching Standards.  

The Delaware Professional Teaching Standards shall serve as the common principles and 

foundations of teaching practice for Delaware public school educators in accordance with 

14 Del.C. §§1201 and 1205 (b).  The standards outline what educators should know and 

be able to do to ensure every K-12 student reaches the goal of being ready to enter 

college or the workforce in today’s world.  Delaware Professional Teaching Standards 

would reflect the Council of Chief State School Officers’ Interstate Teacher Assessment 

and Support Consortium Model Core Teaching Standards. 

A motion was made by Dr. Whittaker to approve publication of proposed 

amended Regulation 14 Delaware Administrative Code 1597 Standard Certificate.  The 
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motion was seconded by Mr. Melendez and carried unanimously with the following vote 

recorded: 

Ayes:    Nays:   

Dr. Gray   None.   

Mr. Melendez 

Mr. Heffernan 

Mrs. Rutt 

Dr. Whittaker 

Dr. Wilson 

 

1598 Delaware Professional Development Standards 

(For Action) 

 

The Professional Standards Board, acting in cooperation and collaboration with 

the Department of Education, is seeking the consent of the State Board of Education to 

amend regulation DE Admin. Code 1598 Delaware Professional Development Standards.  

This regulation sets forth the standards for Delaware educators’ professional 

development.  Delaware professional development standards would reflect Learning 

Forward’s recently adopted Professional Learning Standards.  Mr. Michels noted that 

comments were received from the Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens 

and the State Disabilities Council. 

A motion was made Dr. Whittaker to amend the regulation which sets forth the 

standards for Delaware educator’s professional development amending regulation 14 

Delaware Administrative Code 1598 Delaware Professional Development Standards.  

The motion was seconded by Mr. Melendez and carried with the following vote recorded: 

Ayes:    Nays:   

Dr. Gray   None.   

Mr. Melendez 

Mr. Heffernan 

Mrs. Rutt 

Dr. Whittaker 

Dr. Wilson 

 

The Board signed the appropriate Order. 
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Adjournment 

Dr. Gray noted the information items listed in the agenda.   

There being no further business, a motion was made, seconded and carried 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 4:56 p.m. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

      Lillian M. Lowery 

      Executive Secretary and 

        Secretary of Education/ 

 

 


